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[57] ABSTRACT

A safety clamp slidably mounted on a vertical safety
carrier, such as a cable or rod, in proximity to a ladder
is attached to a workman’s belt by a pivotal actuating
arm which shifts a wedge plate into clamping engage-
ment with the safety carrier immediately under free-
fall conditions encountered if the workman falls from
the ladder. The wedge plate is shiftably mounted in a
clamping bracket in such a way that its upward closing
movement against a safety carrier is assisted by the
frictional force of the stationary safety carrier on an
elongated clamping side of the wedge plate. Instanta-
neous actuation of the wedge plate into clamping en-
gagement with the safety carrier in response to the
slightest pivotal movement of the actuating arm
towards its closing position is provided by cam action
between the wedge plate and a cam member on the
clamping bracket.

12 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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1

SAFETY DEVICE FOR LADDER CLIMBERS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Safety clamp devices adapted to be attached to a
workman’s belt and having a friction plate or shoe
which is moved into gripping engagement with a safety
line if the workman falls have been known and in use
for many years. See, for example, U.S. Pat. No.
3,317,971 issued to R. E. Meyer on May 9, 1967 and
U.S. Pat. No. 3,492,702 issued to L. R. Stafford on Feb.
3, 1970. Such prior safety clamps have had a number of
disadvantages and shortcomings. A primary problem
has been the inability of prior safety clamps to satisfac-
torily meet the tool requirements of being freely slid-
able on a safety cable as a workman goes up and down
a ladder, and yet quickly and positively clamp onto a
safety line or cable when the workman falls. Moreover,
known safety clamps have not been readily mountable
on a safety cable at various vertical positions of desired
use.

The safety clamp of this invention incorporates a
combination of features which overcome the aforesaid
difficulties encountered with previously known safety
clamps. Foremost among such features are a cam
mechanism which instantly urges a wedge plate
through a cable clearance space into engagement with
a safety cable under free fall conditions, and the
mounting and actuation of the wedge plate so as to
permit the friction force of a safety cable acting on it to
draw it into very tight, gripping engagement with the
cable.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The safety clamp of this invention is particularly
characterized by a wedge plate and actuating arm as-
sembly removably mounted on a clamping bracket so
as to provide free, unimpaired sliding movement of the
clamping device along a safety cable or rod during
normal vertical movement of a workman on a ladder,
and to ensure the instantaneous, positive gripping of a
safety cable between the wedge plate and elongated
clamping surface on the clamping bracket if the work-
man falls, without unduly damaging the safety cable.

These basic objects and advantages have been real-
ized by shiftably supporting an elongated wedge plate
on a clamping bracket on one end of the pivotal actuat-
ing arm with an elongated clamping side of the wedge
plate disposed in spaced apart relation to an elongated
clamping surface on one end of the clamping bracket
for the extention of an elongated safety carrier therebe-
tween. A cam follower surface on one end of the wedge
plate is disposed in coacting engagement with a cam-
ming member secured to the clamping bracket, with
the cam follower surface extending generally upwardly
and inwardly towards the aforesaid bracket clamping
surface. The outer, free end of the actuating arm is
provided with means for attachment to the safety belt
of a workman; and, if a workman falls, a tension spring
-connected between the actuating arm and the wedge
plate will pivot the actuating arm outwardly and down-
wardly with the result that the inner end of the actuat-
ing arm will carry the wedge plate upwardly against the
camming member. The engagement of a sharply in-
wardly contoured upper segment of the wedge plate
cam follower surface with the camming member in-
stantly urges the wedge plate upwardly and inwardly to
a clamping position in engagement with a safety carrier
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2
in response to the very slightest pivotal movement of
the outer end of the actuating arm in a downward di-
rection.

The pivotal mounting of the actuating arm on the
clamping bracket and the driving association of the
inner end of the actuating arm with the wedge plate in
such a way that the actuating arm imparts an upward,
closing movement to the wedge plate is particularly
advantageous. The upward, frictional drag of a safety
carrier on the wedge plate under free fall conditions
tends to draw the wedge plate towards its clamping or
closing position. Thus, with the wedge plate’s cam fol-
lower surface positioned between the camming mem-
ber and the bracket clamping surface, the frictional
force of the safety carrier will act to pull the wedge
plate tightly between the camming member and the
safety carrier, thereby resulting in more holding power
of the safety clamp on the safety carrier.

To facilitate free, sliding movement of the safety
clamp on a safety carrier such as a cable or rod, a
substantial clearance space is provided between the
clamping side of the wedge plate and the safety carrier,
when the clamping bracket is mounted in its position of
use on a carrier. The sharp, abrupt inward contour of
the upper end of the wedge plate cam follower surface
ensures that this clearance space will be very rapidly
traversed by the wedge plate as it moves upwardly
against the camming member in response to the pivotal
movement of the aforesaid actuating arm in a closing
direction.’ ' i

A particularly advantageous aspect of my improved
safety clamp resides in the provision of an inclined cam
guide surface on the wedge plate which angles up-
wardly and outwardly in a direction away from the
clamping side of the wedge plate. The actuating arm is
arranged so that a camming surface on its inner end
normally bears against the bottom end of the inclined
cam guide surface. As the outer end of the actuating
arm pivots downwardly under free falling conditions,
its inner end will pivot upwardly and revolve against the
wedge plate’s inclined cam guide surface and thereby
assist in urging the wedge plate upwardly and inwardly
towards its clamping position in gripping engagement
with a safety carrier. With the aforesaid upwardly and
inwardly extending cam follower surface formed on the
upper end of the wedge plate, the provision of this
latter, inclined cam guide surface on the lower end of
the wedge plate ensures that the wedge plate will be
maintained in a straight, upright position with its
clamping side parallel to the bracket clamping surface
and to a safety carrier, as the wedge plate is moved to
its clamping position.

These and other objects and advantages of my inven-
tion will become readily apparent as the following de-
scription is read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, wherein like reference numerals have been
used to designate like elements throughout the several
views.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front, perspective view of the safety €lamp
of this invention showing it attached to a safety belt
worn by a workman;

FIG. 2 is a top, plan view of the safety clamp struc-
ture of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a vertical, section view of the safety clamp
taken along lines 3—3 of FIG. 2;
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FIG. 4 is a vertical, section view of the safety clamp,
_similar to FIG. 3, but with additional portions cut away
and showing the wedge plate of the safety clamp actu-
ated to its clamping position; and
FIG. 5 is a vertical, section view of the safety clamp
taken along lines 5—5 of FIG. 3.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

_ The safety clamp of this invention has been devel-
oped for use by workmen working on ladders, fixed or
removable, in.any kind. of servicing or work environ-
ment at an elevated level. I anticipate that my improved

. safety clamp will find particularly widespread applica- -

tion with respect to fixed ladders such as those :

mounted on smokestacks, water tanks, storage tanks,
grain elevators and towers.and poles of various kinds.
In FIG. 3, reference numeral 1 designates an upright
portion of such a stack, tank.or tower structure to
which a fixed ladder 2 is rigidly secured. The vertically
spaced ladder rungs are designated by reference nu-
meral 3. An elongated, vertically extending safety car-
rier 4 is positioned adjacent to the ladder, preferably
centrally of the ladder in front of it as shown in FIG. 3.
Various types of safety carriers such as ropes, cables
and rods may be utilized, and such safety carriers are
preferably secured at their bottom ends, as well as at
their top ends to serve as a safety line on which a
clamping device affixed to the belt of a workman may

be slidably mounted. In the drawings, safety carrier 4 is.

illustrated as a steel cable. )

In FIG. 1, I have shown a front, perspective view of
the safety clamp-of this invention, and its manner of
attachment to the safety belt of a workman. The safety
clamp is comprised of a clamping bracket generally
indicated by reference numeral 6. Clamping bracket 6
preferably takes the form of an elongated, U-shaped
member as shown-having opposed, spaced apart side
walls 8 and 9 joined together at one end by an upright,
end wall segment 10, and open along their opposite
end. The inside, vertically extending surface 10a of end
wall segment 10 serves as an elongated clamping sur-
face which is constructed and arranged to bear against
one side of safety cable 4 with clamping bracket 6
slidably mounted thereon in an upright position of use
as shown in FIGS. 2 through 4. With clamping bracket
6 so mounted on carrier 4, clamping surface 10a will
extend generally parallel to safety cable 4. Shiftably
‘supported on clamping bracket 6 between opposed side
walls 8 and 9 is a wedge plate 12. When assembled in its
position of use as shown in FIGS. 2-4, wedge plate 12
will ‘be contained between clamping bracket side walls
8 and 9 parallel thereto, in an upright position. Wedge
plate 23 is so mounted on clamping bracket 6 that the
inner, elongated clamping side 14 of wedge plate 12
extends parallel to clamping surface 10a of bracket 6 in
spaced apart relation thereto so as to accommodate the
extension of safety cable 4 therebetween. A cam fol-
lower surface generally indicated by reference numeral
16 formed on the upper end of wedge plate 12 is posi-
tioned in coacting engagement with a stationary cam
member 18 when wedge plate 12 is mounted in its
_normal position of use on bracket 6. For purposes here-
inafter explained, cam follower surface 16 is comprised
of a lower, inclined cam follower surface 16a, and an
upper, more sharply contoured surface segment 16b.
Cam follower surface 16 extends generally upwardly
and inwardly from its lower ends towards bracket
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clamping: surface 10a and is disposed between cam-
ming member 18 and bracket clamping surface 10a in
the manner shown.

Camming member 18 preferably takes the form of a
cylindrical pin ‘mounted transversely on clamping
bracket 6 between its side walls 8 and 9 so as to extend
generally horizontally in its position of use as shown.
For ease of installation of the entire safety clamp on a
safety cable, camming pin 18 is removably inserted
through apertures in bracket side walls 8 and 9. Pin 18
may: be commercially available holding pin having a
spring loaded detent 18a at one end and an-enlarged
head on its opposite end, by means of which it is held in
place on bracket 6. For the purposes of cooperative
coaction between camming member 18 and cam fol-
lower surface 16, upper cam follower surface segment
16b is of arcuate shape and conforms to the shape of
cylindrical camming pin 18. With wedge plate 12 in its
rest or release position shown in FIG. 3, upper cam
follower surface 165 will be positioned in engagement
with camming pin 18. Arcuate camming surface 16b is
contoured upwardly and sharply inwardly in a direction
towards bracket clamping surface 10a in the manner
shown most clearly in FIG. 4 to provide an initial, rapid
thrust of wedge plate 12 towards cable 4 and bracket
clamping surface 10a as explained below with respect
to the operation of the safety clamp. Lower, inclined
cam follower surface segment 16a also is directed up-
wardly and inwardly towards bracket clamping surface
10a, but is .contoured less sharply inwardly towards

clamping surface .10a from the vertical than arcuate

surface segment 16b.

Wedge plate 12 is supported on the inner end of an
actuating .arm 20 which is removably attached to
clamping bracket 6 by means of a pivot pin 22 extend-
ing transversely through bracket side walls 8 and 9 in a
direction  parallel to camming pin 18. Like camming
pin 18, pivot pin 22 is removable; and is held in place
by a spring loaded detent 22a on one end thereof. As
appears most clearly in-FIG. ‘5, the bottom end of

wedge plate 12 is-bifurcated to form a pair of spaced -
apart, downwardly extending plate segments 12a and °

12b. The inner end 24 of actuating arm 20 is of reduced
thickness, and is received between plate segments 12a
and 12b.of wedge. plate 12, thereby serving to support
wedge plate 12 between pivot pin 22 and bracket
clamping surface 10a.

~ To ensure positive, driving association between the
infier end of actuating arm 20 and wedge plate 12,
these parts are mechanically linked together by means
of a slot and pin connection 26, 28. Slot 26 extends
through the inner end 24 of actuating arm 20 in a
lengthwise direction along arm 20; and pin 28 extends

transversely through slot 26, as well as through plate’

segments 122 and 12b of wedge plate 12, and is affixed
thereto, as appears most clearly in FIG. 5.

A tension spring 30 is connected between actuating
arm 20 and the bottom end of wedge plate 12 as shown
in FIG. 3, so as to normally exert a downward, biasing
force on the outer end of actuating arm 20. Spring 30
is connected between: an  attachment eye 32 on the
bottom of arm 20, outwardly from its pivot pin connec-
tion 22 to wedge plate 12, and a pin 34 secured be-
tween ‘the bottom ends of wedge plate segments 12a
and 12b as shown in FIGS. 3 and 5. Spring 34 is suffi-
ciently strong that under free fall conditions of the
entire clamping bracket assembly on cable 4, it will
pivot the outer end of actuating arm 20 downwardly
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about horizontally extending pivot pin 22, with the
result that the inner end 24 of arm 20 will drive wedge
plate 12 upwardly towards its closing or clamping posi-
tion against cable 4. The attachment of actuating arm
20 to pivot pin 22 at a location between the outer, free
end of arm 20 and the location of driving association of
its inner end 24 with wedge plate 12 through connect-
ing pin 28 ensures that wedge plate 12 will be driven
upwardly in its closing movement towards cable 4, as
the outer end of actuating arm 20 pivots downwardly.

For purposes hereinafter explained, a camming sur-
face 36 is formed on the top edge of inner end 24 of
actuating arm 20 and normally bears against the bot-
tom end of an inclined guide surface 38 formed on
wedge plate 12. Inclined guide surface 38 is located at
the juncture of the upper ends of wedge plate bottom

segments 12a and 12b at a location below cam follower -

surface 16. The upper edge of the inner end 24 of
actuating arm 20 is angled as shown in FIG. 3 to con-
form to the slope of inclined cam guide surface 38, and
will be disposed directly thereunder with actuating arm
inner end 24 extending between wedge plate bottom
segments 122 and 125.

The outer, free end of actuating arm 20 has an aper-
ture 40 extending therethrough, within which a remov-
able pin 42 is received. The outer end of arm 20
projects outwardly away from clamping bracket 6 a
sufficient distance that it may be readily received be-
tween the spaced apart side walls of a bifurcated buckle
bracket or clip 44. Connecting pin 42 extends through
the side walls of buckle bracket 44, as well as through
aperture 40 in actuating arm 20 and is held in place to
secure these two elements together by means of a
spring loaded detent 42a. A belt 46 worn by a workman
is extended through slots 48 in buckle bracket 44,
whereby bracket 44 serves as a means for connecting
actuating arm 20, and the entire safety clamp assembly
to a workman.

In operation, clamping bracket 6 is slidably mounted
on safety carrier 4 at a desired vertical location of use,
by slipping the U-shaped bracket 6 over safety cable 4
with cable 4 extending between bracket side walls 8
and 9. The wedge plate and actuating arm assembly 12,
20 is then inserted between the bracket side walls 8 and
9, these parts being held together by connecting pin 28.
Wedge plate 12 and actuating arm 20 are held in place
in their release or open positions shown in FIG. 3 by
inserting camming pin 18 and pivot pin 22 in place
through the bracket side walls. In this release position,
wedge plate 12 will be spaced outwardly from safety
cable 4 to provide a clearance space therebetween as
shown in FIG. 3. With actuating arm 20 attached to the
belt 46 of a workman through pin 42 and buckle 44,
clamping bracket 6 will be free to slide up and down on
cable 4 as the workman moves up and down on a lad-
der. When the workman is climbing, the upward move-
ment of his body tends to pivot the outer end of actuat-
ing arm 20, through its connection with buckle 44 and
the workman’s belt 46, thereby holding arm 20 in its
horizontal, release position against the downward bias
of tension spring 30. As the workman descends the
ladder, the entire clamping bracket assembly; including
actuating arm 20, will drop together along safety cable
4; and the attachment of actuating arm 20 to the work-
man’s belt will resist the force of spring 30 tending to
pivot arm 20 downwardly towards its closing or clamp-
ing position.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

If, however, the workman should fall or otherwise
lose control, the safety clamp will instantly lock onto
safety cable 4, thus supporting the workman and pre-
venting a fall. The rotation of the outer end of actuating
arm 20 downwardly is caused by the weight of the
workman being applied at the outer end of arm 20
through his safety belt 46 and belt clip or buckle 44. In
the case of a free fall, during which all of the compo-
nents of the safety clamp assembly would normally fall
together under the force of gravity, tension spring 30
imparts an unbalanced force to the outer end of arm 20
in a downward direction. As the outer end of arm 20
pivots downwardly about pivot pin 22, the inner end 24
of arm 20 pivots upwardly, thereby driving wedge plate
12 upwardly between camming pin 18 and safety cable
4. Because of the fact that upper cam follower surface
segment 16b is contoured sharply inwardly towards
cable 4, the slightest upward motion of wedge plate 12
in response to the pivotal movement of actuating arm
20 in its closing direction, will cause wedge plate 12 to
instantly move across the clearance space between its
clamping side 14 and carrier 4 into secure, clamping
engagement with safety cable 4. As wedge plate 12
continues to move upwardly under the impetus of actu-
ating arm 20, the engagement of upwardly and in-
wardly inclined cam follower surface segment 16a with
camming pin 18 will force wedge plate 12 tightly
against safety carrier 4. As a result, carrier 4 is tightly
clamped between clamping surface 10a of clamping
bracket 6 and clamping side 14 of wedge plate 12 along
the length of these two clamping surfaces. Moreover,
since wedge plate 12 moves in an upward direction
during its closing motion, the frictional drag of safety
cable 4 on wedge plate 12 will tend to pull it even more
tightly into clamping engagement with cable 4. This
achieves particularly strong holding power for the
safety clamp on cable 4.

It is to be noted that cam follower surface 16 is
formed along the upper end of wedge plate 12, and thus
tends to move the upper end of wedge plate 12 up-
wardly and inwardly towards safety carrier 4 by en-
gagement with camming pin 18. The coaction of cam-
ming surface 36 on the inner end 24 of actuating arm
30 with inclined cam guide surface 38 during the clos-
ing movement of wedge plate 12, ensures that its lower
end will move upwardly and inwardly uniformly with its
upper end. As the inner end 24 of actuating arm 20
pivots upwardly under free fall conditions, its camming
surface 36 will revolve against inclined guide surface
38. Since cam guide surface 38 inclines upwardly and
outwardly as shown, the engagement of camming sur-
face 36 therewith will assist in urging wedge plate 12
upwardly and inwardly along its entire length in a uni-
form manner, in combination with the coaction be-
tween camming surface 16 and camming pin 18. As a
result, wedge plate 12 is maintained in the upright
position shown with its clamping side 14 parallel to
bracket clamping surface 10a as it moves from its re-
lease position of FIG. 3 to its clamping position shown
in FIG. 4.

It is also to be noted that slot 26 in inner end 24 of
wedge plate 20 permits connecting pin 28 extending
therethrough to move forwardly along slot 26 towards
cable 4 and bracket clamping surface 10a. This particu-
lar manner of mechanically linking actuating arm 20
and wedge plate 12 further ensures that wedge plate 12
will be able to move upwardly and inwardly in a uni-
form manner over its entire length and thereby remain
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in an upright position parallel to cable 4 and clamping
surface 10a as actuating arm 20 drives it into its clamp-
ing position.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the safety
clamp described and shown herein provides a particu-
larly rapid response and very strong.clamping action in
frictional engagement with a safety carrier under free
fall conditions which might be encountered by a work-
man- falling from' a ladder. Although I have described
my improved safety clamp with respect to a particular,
preferred embodiment thereof, I anticipate that various
changes may be made in the size, shape and operation
of the various components of the safety clamp without
departing from the spirit and scope of my invention as
defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is: .

1.-An improved safety device adapted to be secured
to a person working at an elevated level and having
means to releasably engage an elongated, vertically
extending 'safety carrier such as a cable or rod, if the
person falls, comprising:

a clamping bracket having an elongated clamping
surface on one end thereof constructed and ar-
ranged . to bear against one side of an elongated
safety carrier on which said bracket is adapted to
be slidably mounted in an upright position with said
clamping surface extending generally parallel to
the safety carrier;

a wedge plate shiftably supported on said bracket and
having an elongated clamping side extending sub-
stantially parallel to said clamping surface of said
bracket in spaced apart relation thereto for the
extension of an elongated safety carrier therebe-
tween;

an inclined cam guide surface on said wedge plate
angling upwardly and outwardly in a direction
away from said clamping side of said wedge plate;
and )

an actuating arm pivotally connected adjacent its
inner- end to said: clamping bracket for pivotal
movement about a substantially horizontal axis and
having an inner end portion engaging said wedge
plate, said inner end portion of said actuating arm
having a camming surface thereon normally bear-
ing against the bottom end of said inclined guide
surface of said wedge plate, whereby the downward
pivotal movement of the outer end of said actuat-
ing arm in response to a weight:load thereon will
cause its inner end to pivot upwardly, with the
result: that said camming surface thereon will re-
volve . against said inclined guide surface and
thereby urge said wedge plate upwardly and in-
wardly - towards said clamping surface of said

- bracket to clamp an elongated safety carrier there-
between.

2. A safety device as defined in claim 1 wherein:

said actuating arm is drivingly associated with said
wedge plate by means of a mechanical linkage
connection between the inner end of said actuating
arm and said wedge plate. '

3. A safety device as defined in claim 2 wherein:

said mechanical linkage connection comprises an
elongated slot in the inner end of said wedge plate
extending generally longitudinally of said wedge
plate and a connecting pin extending transversely
through said slot and secured to said wedge plate,
whereby said pin may move forward in said slot
. towards said bracket clamping surface as the inner
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8
end of said actuating arm is pivoted upwardly to
thereby permit said wedge plate to remain in an
upright position with its clamping side always par-
allel to said bracket clamping surface as it is urged
by said actuating arm towards said bracket clamp-
ing surface to engage a safety carrier therebetween.

4. A safety device as defined in claim 1 wherein:

said actuating arm is pivotally attached to said clamp-
ing bracket at a location between said outer end of
the actuating arm and said:camming surface on the
inner end thereof; and

said cammimg surface is formed on the top side of
the inner end of said actuating arm.

5. A safety device as defined in claim 1 wherein:

a tension spring is so connected between said actuat-
ing arm and said wedge plate as to normally exert a
biasing force on the outer end of said actuating arm
in' a downward. direction and thereby pivot said
actuating arm inner end.upwardly to move said
wedge plate to said clamping position.

6. An improved safety device adapted to be secured

to a person working at an elevated level and having
means to releasably engage an elongated, vertically
extending safety carrier such as a cable or rod, if the
person falls, comprising:

a clamping bracket having an elongated clamping
surface on one end thereof constructed and ar-
ranged to bear againsi one side of an elongated
safety carrier-on which said bracket is adapted to
be slidably mounted in an upright position with said
‘clamping surface extending generally parallel to
the safety carrier;

a wedge plate is shiftably supported on said bracket
and having an elongated clamping side extending
substantially parallel to said clamping surface of
said bracket in spaced apart relation thereto for the
extension of an elongated safety carrier therebe-
tween;

a cam follower surface on one end of said wedge
plate disposed in coacting engagement with a cam-
ming member secured to-said clamping bracket, -
with said cam follower surface positioned between
said camming member and said bracket clamping
surface, and said.cam follower surface extending
generally upwardly and inwardly towards said
bracket clamping surface;

an actuating arm pivotally attached to said clamping
bracket for pivotal movement about a horizontal
axis and projecting outwardly therefrom away from
said bracket clamping surface, the outer, free end
of said arm having means thereon for attachment
to a workman, and the inner end of said arm being
drivingly associated with said wedge plate with the
point of pivotal attachment of said actuating arm to°
said wedge plate being between the outer, free end
of said arm and the location of driving association
with the inner end of said arm with said wedge
plate, and said cam follower surface being on a
portion of said wedge plate above said location of
driving association of the inner end of said arm
with said wedge plate; and

an elongated slot in the inner end of said actuating

arm extending generally longitudinally thereof,
said actuating arm being drivingly associated with
said wedge plate by means of a pin exténding trans-
versely through said slot and said wedge plate,
whereby a downward force generated on the outer
end of said arm by the weight of a workman wiil




3,979,797

9

pivot the inner end of said arm upwardly and said °

pin may move forwardly in said slot towards said
bracket clamping surface as the inner end of said
actuating arm moves upwardly to thereby permit

said wedge plate to move upwardly and mwardly"

uniformly over its entire length and remain in an
upright position with its clamping side always par-
allel to said bracket clamping surface as it is-urged
by said actuating arm towards said bracket clamp-
ing surface to engage a safety carrier therebetween.

7. A safety device as defined in claim 6 wherein:

said clamping bracket is in the form of an elongated,
U-shaped member defined by opposed, spaced
apart side walls joined together at their inner ends
by an upright end wall segment which forms said
bracket clamping surface; and

5

said wedge plate is supported on the inner end of sald _

actuating arm between said bracket side walls in an
upright position generally parallel thereto at a loca-
tion between the point of pivotal attachment of
said actuating arm to said clamping bracket and
said bracket clamping surface.

8. A safety device as defined in claim 7 wherein:

said camming member is in the form of a pin remov-
ably mounted transversely through said bracket
side walls and extending in a horizontal direction
generally normal to the plane of said wedge plate;
and

said actuating arm is removably attached to said
clamping bracket by a pivot pin removably
mounted transversely through said bracket side
walls and extending through said actuating arm in a
direction generally parallel to said camming pin,
whereby said clamping bracket may be removably
mounted on a safety carrier at a desired vertical
location by slipping said U-shaped bracket over the
safety carrier with the carrier extending between
said bracket side walls, then inserting said wedge
plate and actuating arm between the bracket side
walls and locating and holding the wedge plate and
actuating arm in place on the bracket by inserting
said camming pin and pivot pin in place through
the bracket side walls.

9. A safety device as defined in claim 6 wherein:

a tension spring is so connected between said actuat-
ing arm and said wedge plate as to normally exert a
biasing force on the outer end of said actuating arm
in a downward direction and thereby pivot said
actuating arm inner end upwardly to move said
wedge plate to said clamping position.

10. An improved safety device adapted to be secured
to a person working at an elevated level and having
means to releasably engage an elongated, vertically
extending safety carrier such as a cable or rod, if the
person falls, comprising:

a clamping bracket having an elongated clamping
surface on one end thereof constructed and ar-
ranged to bear against one side of an elongated
safety carrier on which said bracket is adapted to
be slidably mounted in an upright position with said
clamping surface extending generally parallel to
the safety carrier;

a wedge plate shiftably supported on said bracket and
having an elongated clamping side extending sub-
stantially parallel to said clamping surface of said
bracket in spaced apart relation thereto for the
extension of an elongated safety carrier therebe-
tween;
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10

a cam follower surface on one end of said wedge
plate disposed in coacting engagement with a cam-
ming member secured to said clamping bracket,
with said cam follower surface positioned between
said camming member and said bracket clamping
surface, and said cam follower surface extending
generally upwardly and inwardly towards said
bracket clamping surface and being comprised of a
first, uppermost surface segment in engagement
with said camming member and contoured up-
wardly and sharply inwardly in a direction toward
said bracket clamping surface and a second, lower
surface segment less sharply directed inwardly
towards said bracket clamping surface from the
vertical than said first surface segment; and

an actuating arm pivotally attached to said clamping
bracket for pivotal movement about a horizontal
axis and projecting outwardly therefrom away from
said bracket clamping surface, the outer free end of
said arm having means thereon for attachment to a
workman, and the inner end of said arm being
drivingly associated with said wedge plate,
whereby, with said clamping bracket in said upright
position, a downward force generated on the outer
end of said arm by the weight of a workman will
pivot the inner end of said arm upwardly, with the
result that the inner end of said arm will carry said
wedge plate upwardly against said stationary cam-
ming member, whereby said wedge plate will be
given an immediate, sharp inward thrust by said
first cam follower surface segment toward said
bracket clamping surface to clamp a safety carrier
therebetween as said wedge plate is carried up-
wardly by said actuating arm, and the engagement
of said second cam follower surface segment
against said camming member further urges said
wedge plate inwardly towards said bracket clamp-
ing surface in tight, clamping engagement with a
safety carrier.

11. A safety device as defined in claim 10 wherein:

said camming member is a cylindrically pin mounted
transversely on said clamping bracking and extend-
ing generally horizontally in its position of use, and
said first cam follower surface segment is arcuate
and conforms to the shape of said cylindrical cam-
ming pin.

12. An improved safety device adapted to be secured
to a person working at an elevated level and having
means to releasably engage an elongated, vertically
extending safety carrier such as a cable or rod, if the
person falls, comprising:

a clamping bracket having an elongated clamping
surface on one end thereof constructed and ar-
ranged to bear against one side of an elongated
safety carrier on which said bracket is adapted to
be slidably mounted in an upright position with said
clamping surface extending generally parallel to
the safety carrier;

a wedge plate shiftably supported on said bracket and
having an elongated clamping side extending sub-
stantially parallel to said clamping surface of said
bracket in spaced apart relation thereto for the
extension of an elongated safety carrier therebe-
tween;

.a cam follower surface on one end of said wedge
plate disposed in coacting engagement with a cam-
ming member secured to said clamping bracket,
with said cam follower surface positioned between
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said camming member and said bracket clamping
surface, and said cam follower surface extending
generally upwardly and inwardly towards said
bracket clamping surface;

an inclined cam guide surface on said wedge plate at
a location below said cam follower surface which
angles upwardly- and downwardly in a direction
away from said clamping side of said wedge plate;

an actuating arm pivotally attached to said clamping

bracket for pivotal movement about a horizontal.

axis and projecting outwardly therefrom away from
said bracket clamping surface, the outer, free end
of said arm having means thereon for attachment
to a workman, and the inner end of said arm being
drivingly associated with said wedge plate, with the
point of pivotal attachment of said actuating arm to
said wedge plate being between the outer, free end
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of said arm and the location of driving association
of the inner end of said arm with said wedge plate;
and ‘

a camming surface on the inner end of said actuating
arm normally bearing against the bottom end of
said inclined guide surface of said wedge plate,
whereby a downward force generated on the outer
end of said arm by the weight of a workman will
pivot the inner end of said arm upwardly, and said
camming surface thereon will resolve against said
inclined guide surface of said wedge plate and
.guide said wedge plate upwardly and inwardly in an
upright position in cooperation with said camming
member to urge the clamping side of said wedge
plate into engagement with an elongated safety

carrier.
* %* * * *




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

Patent No. 3,979,797

Dated_September 14, 1976

Inventor(s) Daniel L Stember

It 1s certified that error appears in the above-idéntified patent
and that said Letters Patent are hereby corrected as shown below:

In column 12 in the claims, line 11, change "resolve"
to --revolve--,

In column 12, 1line 12
--on said wedge plate--

» change "of said wedge plate" to

- Signed and Sealed this

Twenty-thied D2y 0f  November 1976

b3

T
[SEAL) .
Anest:

RUTH C. MASON C. MARSHALL DANN
Attesting Officer Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks




